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■ Manpower Potent ia l of pastern Germany in October 1952 0 

lo The attached tabulation shows the manpower potential of Eastern Gornany 
including ^ast Berlin as computed on tine basis of available na te'ial,, 

Although this material is Incomplete, it is comprehensive enough to 
enable one to arrive at usable values regarding the minder of men fit 
for military service*, This tabulation is based on the age groups established 
by the Soviet National Defense Act os it is to be expected that Eastern Ger- 
many as well as all the other satellites will follow the Soviet procedure 
in this respect* 

Age group I includes the Ip to 3l*~year oldsj 
Age group II includes the 35 to Ui~year oldsj 
Age group III includes the 1*5 to h9 -year olds* 

Tlie 1? and 18 age^ group v#aa included in the first age group, because this 
group vd.ll probably be draxied in tie event of a mobilization, as happened 
in the UaSoSoH* during .or Id Ear IX » Under normal conditions, the 1933 cDass 
will be available for the draft in October 1952, However, it nay be expected 
that the ,*,ast German Government, in the event of the promulgation of a general 
military service law, would begin to draft the 1932 through 1928 classes 
unxen were not trained during hw II, in order to have them as a re serve o On 
llie average, these year classes consist of 100,000 to 105,000 able-bodied men, 
About u5, 000 of these classes are not yet serving with the Volkspolizei (VP) 
or the bSD, and would be available for induction. In Eastern Germany, the 
1933 class, which according to the Soviet national Defense Act would be in- 
due tad in til© fall of 1952, has approximately 90,000 men fit for military 
service who sre still available* In order to establish and maintain an army 
2k full-strength divisions with a total of approximately 250,000 men, a 
minimum tine for mil.it ary service will have to be at least two years o 
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2o Explanation of the ludivicual Col unns of the Attac hed Tabulati op, 

J>one of the figures contained in Columns i!os 7, 11, 16, It’ and 20 
are rou^jh estimates* Other figures were calculated exactly, although they 
nay appear to be of minor importance* The final figure is" as accurate 
as possible * 


Column V.o 1 lists the individual ape classes* The designation of these 
classes is not quite correct, as they include all the males born be tween 
October of one year arc the correspondin'; month of the frllowin;;; year,, 
Thue for instance, the 1933 class is comprised ci those bem be tree n 
30 October 1932 and 29 October 1933 o ’ The second and thirc: aye proupo, 
ioOo the 36 through 15-year old qroup and the 16 through 50-rear- old 
Croup nave not been broken down into the individual classes/ as the in- 
duction of a single class of this aye -roup is out of question, 

ixf -5^3*1 f ^ 2 lists the male population of -astern ieruarr f , exclusive 
of East .Berlin, as was recorded at the peroral census held on 
•29 October 19116* The figures were taken from the supplement to btatisti- 
sche ?r axis ^ issue ho 6 of June IplG* ' ~ 


^eriin a? 
> -tistik. 


3 cent a ins the male population of hast 
1517 « The figures were taken from the forliner O 
lfl7, a., punlisnec. oy trio statistical bffice for I-k;tropoli 
In this publication, statistical fiyuros are consolidated 
tvro to live classes each, and therefore, a mean fi ;ure for each 
viuual class sac to ?:<e calculated on the a sis of conditions prevailing 


! of 1 : January/' 
issue bo 2 of 
•an j .-erlinc 

or yrcups of 
ind i~ 


in hintem derua ny 
forlin and .eastern ieroany, i,e, 
sidered immaterial. 


The difference in the dat' 


s 'of the census held in 


October 191.6 and January X5l7h Is con- 


>»olurm iTo U represents the rounded-off total of the fi ;uron contained 
in Colurms bos 2 and 3, and is an approximate total of the 'sale copu- 
lation living in Kastcrn denany inclusive of vast i'Jerlin in October Lyl,6„ 


Column To 3 contains the "oarly nunbor of deaths par 1,000 of the i--di 
vidaril classes » .'»ccorc;in~ to ■••net .ler-vir publications, the teat*' rate 
v/as an foil civ s: 


Cn the ha a la of 
estimated at ll 
aver a ;e ox IT p 7 


19l?: 10,9 
1918: 15,1 
1 15,0 


thcae .fiyuros, the death' rates f or 1950 .nrsri If 51 ■ ,ere 
9 and 11*0 respectively,. This results in a: anmv-X 
a oaths for the si:: -year period fro X:. u7 tkrou- h if 52. 


The ueath rate for the individual -ayo classes was 
- tro : o t a bx si ic; olios via; ).r ou ch f xu • r das --out sc he 

19- ;6, itccoruir^ ; to t.iic, ime average death ra^e 
population was 12*2 i e . 77 porcont°of * the above 
lp« 7 * j-ncrcasxi\q the fi; -‘Vires urop orti onal l*' r i 

rate for c?ac:i aye class ;;as arrived at* 


available only for 593 : 
hatch* issue of 1935/ 
of this class of the 
mentioned death rate of 
nr estimate of tie death 


Column ho 5 
l?l7’ 'through 


lists tne number oh deaths burs 
1952.0 


6-year period from 


vplnmr 0 7 lists estt sated fi. pares c.f 
lin and -os tern Jernany exclus 5:ve of the 
to estimates for 1517, 1913 and 1919 mac 
lesautdcutsclio Prnyen (hirdutrp- for 111- 
number ef non fled to .astern * 


those men v r ho fled to . ost her*--' 
number of VP deserters., doc ore 
m by the fundesnirietcr:.. urn fuer 
.airman /.fhairr), the f.biovnnp 



' T ,ooo 


; ■- y 


too 


xny 


■ ; ' ' 0 ■ ;T ' '■ I 
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19!>0 and 1951s approximately 50,000 per year 

1952: about 30,000 prior to 15 Au,;us t. (The estimates for 3.950 to 
1; August 1952 are based or. available reports).* This would gpproxi- 
mate a total of ];10,000 o This figure includes about 6,300 VP deserters, 
which number was computed on the assumption that an average of 150 men 
fled every month during the period, from 19 i# through 19 r '2 e 
r '° data v/ere available on the aye structure of the refuyos/ . ost of the 
VP deserters belonged to the 1916 through 1932 classes/ For this reason, 
hOO non were entered in Column bo C for these classes. For lack of per- 
tinent records, the h 01,000 male refugees were distributed anon.'' all aye 
groups from 1 to 55 :*e ars* The avern-^ was 7,300 men per class' hut this 
figure was slightly modified according to the varvirr strength of the in- 
dividual aye classes o 


gclu.n ho G lists the number of Vf personnel who fled to 
Also refer to the remarks for Column 7 above* 


©stem Germany > 


-2. represents estimates of the number of men den or ted to the 
;.0*b«*.** or compulsorily recruited for work there* .ccordLnj to a study 
by the federal “inis try for All-Cornan Affairs, 25*000 and 10,000 men were 
af footed oy these measures in 19l7 and lpkG respectively, A. rou-*h average 

of 2,100 non for each of the classes of the 1922 through 190 ^ a e 

i/ho were at that time fully fit for work, was used. 


:;roup. 


~^£2L '? 10 contains estimates of the numbers of men who entered Eastern 
..orruany from the area of the Cder-feisse line. According to material 
publish ea xn btatistiocho Arnxis and ..trtschaft und Atatistlk . the follow- 
numbers ox - en in tne "13; to of aye yrouu v/ere resettled durir : * the 
period from 19t7 through 191,9 : ‘ *“ 

19l;7s 113,000 
19li3s 73,000 
l?h?: 29,000 

Assuming taat approximately 10,000 nen were resettled in 1950 end 1951 
thir; ’,,'o’ulct result in a total of 230,000 xn, ;iy ; istributiiv this total 
oetween t!» ago groups of 1 to $0 years, an average of l ,50o’is arrived at, 


Z° 11 contains estimates of tie numbers of 
ternary after October 19!;6« According to a study : 

x01 " vjorj'.on 7 f fairs (in booklet Conner 
j. oil ovary; nuribor .of ?..s returned during the period 


P..s, returned to .astern 
nx.de by the doc: oral 
"erichto 1951 ). the 
fi’on 191-7 through lf’’., 9 ; 


l ? b 7 t 205,000 
191, G: 210,000 
19,' i. 9 1 135,000 


iinwesuicwld total 535,000 when an estimated 30,000 returnees for 
1,50, ana 5,000 icr 1951 were added, for the 192? through li°3 classes 
whicn were mainly affected by R. captivity, this would avera. .e” 17, 000 * 
rovumees per age class during the period fron 1?1,3 to ip52„ T!iis number 
.■•as graduated according to the strength of the classes concerned, and 
^consideration of the age structure of the German Armed farces as of 


*' computation of tie number of males living in "astern Ger~ 
many in October 19 j 2„ (Column io 1* minus the sum of the fi-ures contained 
in Columns 5 through 9 plus the sum of the figures in Columns 10 and 11) ' 
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Column Ho 13 lists the number * of males of foreign citizenship arid non- 
■jf?m an origin living in Kan torn Germany and probably not subject to the 
draft* In October 1916, this category totaled 20,300 men.. It is be- 
lieved. that this number has not essentially changed in the meantime* 
Presupposing that this number of nen is to be distributed upon 60 age 
classes, this mould result in an average total of 300 for each class* 
The pertinent information mas obtained from issue « o 6, June !?)£, of 
fttatiatlscae Praxis* 


Solunn Po 11; is an estimate of the total of men detained in jails and 
forced labor camps* According to the newspaper Tclegraf of 1 a;' II 51, 

this category amounted to ] *5,000 raen. Assuming that about 35,00 0 of then 
mere males, this vrould result in a total of COO nen for each of the 20 
through 65 age classes* Tills figure v;as retraced for the 17 through 21 age 
classes,, 

Column ho 15 represents an ostinate of those disabled in tor Id War II* 
According to the 1?!*? Yearbook of Aoutschc Vernal tunc fuer Arbeit und 
Oozialf uc rs or ge ( lerrian Administration for Labor and b octal ..elf are) of 
Mis torn iernany, approximately 1.07,000 disabled persons were registered 
in has tern Germany in January 151*7 • Assuming that about 250,000 of then 
wore disabled through enemy action including bonbing during the last v/ar, 
it f oil civ s that there uero about 6,000 disabled men in each of the 1? 27 
through Id 57 classes, which comprises the If .through 53-year-old s* Persons 
disabled through other accidents are listed in Column to 16 o 

Column no 16 contains an estimate of t;ie number of men unfit for military 
service* This estimate is based on an enpirical percentage value, as was 
obtained from various computations of the German manpower potential in 
World Aar II and on the boviot post-war potential* It is assumed that an 
average of 1? percent of men who are unfit for military service exist in 
the 13 through 1*5 age group* Loth . Western statisticians and the bo vie t 
Intelligence Service? (bee Information booklet on the German .rmed forces, 
issued by the General Staff of the Soviet .Army in 19l;3 ) agree on the figure* 
This percentage increases from a ratio of four percent for t '© youngest 
year classes to 30 percent for those $0 years old* 

Column bo 17 represents t!v cot into of the nun cr of . .an fit for military 
service " in October 1952* (Column 12 minus the sun of the figures contained 
ir. Column Los 13 through 16 ) * 

Column ho 13 lists the estimated figures of these men, ..ho maybe deferred 
from nilitary service, as they arc required in the armaments Indus try in -war- 
time* Far lack of more reliable records, a boviet estimate of the toman 
lph2 quota of the 1C through Ji 5-year-old n v.ho were deferred from military 
nor vice, was usgc.U Tills estimate puts the number of those men as high as 
15*1 percent* (Tee Inf creation Aooklet on tiie Kernan ‘r :cc forces, issued by 
the General biaff of the hoviet <*rr;iy ih 15l3)* western statisticians assume 
that a niniiiLLU of 5 percent of the youngest year classes will ho required 
by the arnaaonts 'industry in wartime * *n the basis of those approximate 
values, 'the percentage of v.ien deferred frezi military service’ owing to their 
employment in the armaments industry was graduated from 5 percent for the 
17 through 19 age classes to 30 percent for the 1.6 t'lrough $0 classes* 

Column go 19 contains the approximate figures of the maximum number of men 
available in the event of mobilization in October 1952* (Columns -o .17 .minus 
Column ho 10)* 


b 'Gh :T 

' ' ' " ! 
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fF? the estimates according to percentage and numbers 
oi those industrial workers deferred from nilitrr.- sorvVce ^ !££![ 
tiue xnu actons, The percentage figure is related to -too totai’of w 
fit for military service (Gee Solum Vo 17) «md - J [ 

»„t data, ,,„c calculated V L 2 S" 

the number of r»n available for a seacetire amr In 
i-ctober 1952. Column ;.o 17 minus doluian Ho 20), * 

t ar«,' 0 # orTc“ ln ; U “ 2 rtl =?V«“ f ,*»• «■*«. or non already corvine 
ta0 ^ - he I*rtmont figures wore estimated as follows * 


VP of the ! PM ! 
VP of the HVS 4 


95 j 000 non 


6,000 men 


VT of the :IVL: 

1*000 :nen 

VP of the riVDVPt 

63 f 000 men 

E order Police under the 

Finis try of State 

Security a 

2 2 *,000 men 

Toti al : 

•197,000 -ten 

It is believed that these figures contain i 
oers of men in t!* 1C through 25 .ago group 

he following estimated nr.tn- 

■; 

V? of the *!VA: 

60 s 000 rxen (after the re 
cruitin^ campaign of 

VP of the TIVSs 

the sunder 
of lpf?2). 

i. j OC>0 non 

VP of the TVL; 

oOO :ien 

V? of the /iviiypt 

1^000 non 

border Polices 

0 $ 000 r»n 

ObD; 

2 9 000 men 


90,000 non 


Total; , 

aoout 

It may therefore be assumed that an avers- -e of 73 oon „<• + , 
classes is x , ©dici“' ? " soy’vi jo - * wj +. Vi #h , ^ ox t,*© t ioiiiiu©r 

1931 classes probably nrFtte ^oSc^&e^^S^ias^ 
v/itn a paramilitary- T + / on^est ox one classes serving 

was .graduated according to a ^ 0 cla.ses,, fne number per class 


>^nn " o 53 gives the number o> 

>*.*. 1 . -i *' J ‘ C,l 

w. aj. v !:■ <*.u,ern ..■roman? *■ in the fall q-f i 
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Annex : 

- 1 - 


A~e Group 

1) 

Jeer Class (born 
prior to October 
pi tbe p car con- 
cerned 

2) 

Halo 3, as ox Octo- 
ber 1 r )\& in bastem 
apniony, except 
borlin 

3) 

bales, as of 
January 7 - IS'!.*? 
in bast 
berlxn 

6) 

Total i unber 
ob Tales in 
bastem lor- 
r.uiip inclbbast 
borlin as ol the 
end of lp] 16 

I 

1935 

(unc'or 18) 

162,199 

3,100 

* 

170,300 


1936 

Du, ,979 

7,600 

152,600 


1933 

121,899 

6,300 

123,700 


1932 

126,103 

5,970 

132,100 


1931 

132,219 

6,000 

130,200 


1930 

139,852 

6,000 

165,000 


1929 

133,651 

6,050 

139 , 700 


1923 

118,806 

5,200 

126,000 


1927 

36,967 

6,300 

89,700 


1926 . 

66,918 

3,300 

70,200 


1925 

53,537 

3,200 

66,700 


1926 

56,: 1 6 

3,100 

59/7CO 


1923 

57,616 

3,100 

• 

5c, 700 


1922 

61+,223 

3,150 

67,300 


1921 

70,028 

3,600 

73,6,00 


1920 

76,151 

3,500 

79, 700 


1919 

66,550 

3,100 

59,800 


1918 

35,058 

2,900 

33,000 

II 

1917 - 1908 

727,950 

55,500 

783,500 

III 

1907 - 1903 

566,705 

38,600 

5G 3,300 


Total 

2,976,205 

179,670 

3 , 152,800 
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5 ) 

Yearly Death Date 
per thousand 

6 ) 

dumber of Deaths 
v/ithin 5 Years 

7 ) 8 ) 

Defunct's to the estem 
hones 

Civilians VolksDolinci 

9) 

.Talcs deports 
to the rlast 

2.9 

2,960 

8,200 

- 

- 

2.9 

2,660 

8,200 

_ 


2.9 

2,2L0 

3,200 



2.9 

2,300 

3,500 

) t 00 


h.k 

3,6hO 

9,000 

2i00 


h,k 

3,330 

9,500 

1:00 


koh 

O 

O 

t— 

Cl 

9,000 

IsOO 


h.h 

3,270 

8,800 

h00 


k.h. ■ 

2,380 

0,200 

hOO 

_ 

li .5 

1,090 . 

7,800 

hOO 


U.5 

1,810 

7,500 

loo 


lu5 

1,620 

7,300 

UC0 


h.5 

1,650 

7,300 

100 


ho 5 

1,820 

7,300 

hOO 

2,100 

iu 7 

2,060 

7,300 

h00 

2,100 

iu 7 

2,260 

7,300 

hOO 

2,100 

K7 

1, 1.0.0 

7,000 

loo 

2,100 

h . 7 

1,070 

6,000 

1:00 

2,100 

6.8 

32,000 

73,000 

300 

21,000 

10.3 

36,000 

36,500 

- 

10,500 


110 , 570 * 

252,000 

6,300 

it 2,00C 
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jir.Rcx 


3 - 


10) 

Iccot tiers fron behind 
the 0der~IToisso Line 

X... ) 

hot*:irnocl P ,s 

12 ) 

Ilurabsr of In I-gd* 
as cf U;'to : £ir l f > •’:> 

It, 600 


163*700 

1,600 

- 

11(6,300 

It, 600 

- 

122,000 

It, 600 

- 

125,500 

l{,600 

- 

129,300 

It, 600 

- 

135,900 

It, 600 

- 

131,200 

lt,600 

- 

116,100 

It, 600 

It, 000 

87,300 

l;,600 

G,000 

72,700 

!,600 

16,000 

77,600 

lt,600 

10, 000 

73,200 

It, 600 

20,000 

76,000 

It, 600 

22,000 

32,300 

lt ,600 

23,000 

39,100 

* It, 600 

2lt,000 

96,200 

lt,60C 

25,000 

■63,500 

lt ,600 

2lt,000 

57,000 

It6,000 

220,000 

923,000 

23,000 

* 

30,0)0 

603,000 


151 « Goo 


JtClt,ooo 


3,377*300 
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3GC2V;?/ ; 

• -A nnifiK 
' - — 


/ xh) , disabled Other unfit* 

ITonf-Qomian Origin Prisoners Veterans Halos Physically fit 

Hales as of October 

_ _ 1952 


300 

100 


6,500 (i. ;:) 

156,800 


300 

300 

- 

5,900 (it ;I) 

139,000 


300 

UOO 

- 

It, 900 (it t) 

117,300 


300 

5oo 

- 

5,000 (it %) 

119,700 


300 

600 

- 

i* 

ro 

o 

o 

w 

V — ’ 

123,700 


300 

GOO 

- 

5,1*00 (It S) 

129,400 


888 

Goo 

800 

Goo 

5oo 

6,600 (5 5 ) 
5 , 0 oo (5 itt 
lt,lt00 (5 S) 

123,500 

109,200 

81,300 


300 

GOO 

2,0.00 

3,600 (5 5) 

66,000 


300 

Goo 

i:,000 

3,500 (5 %) 

58,500 


300 

300 

6,000 

5,ioo (z 5) 

61,000 


300 

GOO 

6,000 

5,300 (7 5) 

63,6 00 


300 

GOO 

6,000 

5,000 (7 ,5) 

69,400 


300 

300 

6, 000 

6,200 (7 5) 

75,800 


300 

GOO 

6,000 

6,700 (7 5) 

82,i;00 


300 

GOO 

6,000 

6,200 (p ;() 

55,200 


300 

Goq 

6,000 

5,100 (9 ;J) 

.'tit. Coo 


3,000 

0,000 

60,000 

no,Goo (i? 5) 

7I0-, 200 


1,500 

U,ooo 

30,000 

132,700 (22 ,5) 

it3it f 800 


9, POO 

2it,300 

138,500 

3itl, 100 

2,863,500 



s;xh-;t 
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o.; i iwIx it . 


. f ; ■ 1 


‘ • 




• - **>1 

:iex ■' r : 





n 


IS) 

‘‘ales deferred 
in case of 
mobilization 
(minimum) 

19 ) 

Tales available 
in case of Mo- 
bilization 
(Figures rounded 
off) 

20) 

‘■ales deferred 
from peace-time 
mili tary ser- 
vice 

21) 22) 23) 
Tales available Tales already "ales -' til '. 
for neacd-tlme serving with available 

military ser- para~rrilitary for induc- 
tee in 1352 organizations tion In 

(Figures rounded in An. ,ust cane of 

°£f ) 1352 compulsory 

military 






service as 
of fall 

1952 

7,800 (5 >:) 

11x9,000 

23,500 (15 5) 

133,000 

- 

133,00c 

7,000 (5 ?;) 

133,000 

21,000 (15 %) 

tip >000 

1,000 

115,000 

5,900 (3’ 5) 

111,000 

17,600 (15 5 ) 

100,000 

1C ,000 

90,000 

7,200 (6 %) 

113,000 

19,200 (16 5) 

101,000 

11;, 000 

87,000 

7,1x00 (6 %) 

116,000 

19,800 (16 5) 

10lx,0C0 

16,000 

88,000 

10 , 1 x 00 (8 %) 

119, CjO 

22,000 (1? 5) 

107,000 

17,000 

90,000 

9,900 (8 %) 

llii,000 

21,000 (17 >J) 

103,000 

15,000 

88,000 

9, G00 (9 %) 

99,000 

19,700 (18 5 ) 

90,000 

Hi, 000 

70,000 

7,300 (9 ;i) 

7lx,000 

ih,600 (18 5 ) 

67,000 
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